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"Modest Steps Forward: Microcredit's Economic and Social Impact on Peacebuilding in Postconflict Bosnia and Herzegovina," paper co-authored with Honors Student Sean P. Kelly. While some peace-building theorists have focused on the quality and efficacy of the state and others have stressed the importance of rebuilding relationships, many also agree that a productive economy promotes positive developments within a society that has suffered from war. This paper examines the role that microcredit has played in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) in both providing economic opportunity and building bridges across the sectarian divide. An investigation of the Local Initiatives Projects, World Bank microfinance programs to help develop small businesses in BiH, shows that while these efforts have certainly succeeded in creating economic opportunities and alleviating deprivation, they have not yet clearly helped to enhance social capital and relationships among members of the previously warring communities.
"First Impressions: Self-Presentation, Gender, and Online Campaigning in the 2010 U.S. Senate Elections," paper co-authored with Honors Student Samantha Z. Koch. This paper examines the strategies of eight female and eight male candidates in 2010, all similarly situated with respect to status (incumbent, challenger, open seat), party, and geography to determine whether gender truisms prevail on campaign web, Facebook, and Twitter pages and feeds. The literature on gender, the media, and campaigning suggested that women would be more likely than men to choose formal attire and more reticent to highlight their family roles as they present themselves, in order to combat the stereotype that they are less experienced and professional. A second hypothesis was that women would tend to have more interactive sites because they are more responsive and nurturing than men. An analysis of thousands of screen shots taken in the two months before the election finds that women were more formal than men in their presentation, but that there was not a significant difference in the interactivity of females' and males' sites. Thus, some stereotypes seem to be alive and well and affecting campaign communication strategies, even on the "democratic" web and in the new arena of social media. 
Conference Appearances
